Treatment of renal amyloidosis with dimethylsulphoxide (DMSO).
Amyloid fibrils can be dissolved by dimethylsulphoxide (DMSO) in vitro and in vivo. This prompted us to investigate the therapeutic value of DMSO in renal failure caused by amyloidosis. Two patients with renal failure caused by secondary amyloidosis due to rheumatoid arthritis, showed a remarkable improvement of renal function. The effect of DMSO in amyloidosis secondary to rheumatoid arthritis seems to depend on its anti-inflammatory action, resulting in a decrease in amyloid formation. No evidence was found for an increase in amyloid degradation. The effect of DMSO in primary amyloidosis was inconclusive.